
Euroexam Academic Level C1: Speaking Mark Scheme 

Mark Scheme for Assessor 

RANGE AND ACCURACY FLUENCY AND COHERENCE PRONUNCIATION COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES 

5 

A good command of idiomatic 
expressions with an awareness of 
connotative levels of meaning. 
Finer shades of meaning conveyed 
using a range of modification 
devices. 
Consistent grammatical control of 
complex language. 

Maintains a seamless flow of 
language with occasional hesitation 
only to formulate ideas, not language. 
Links ideas naturally into clear 
coherent discourse with no jumpiness 
even in extended contributions. 

Although there may still be an evident 
foreign accent, pronunciation is 
natural and places no strain on the 
listener. 
The candidate naturally incorporates 
features of connected speech and 
English intonation patterns. 

Initiates maintains and ends turns 
very naturally. Uses repair strategies 
(clarification, circumlocution) where 
necessary. 
Uses appropriate register, 
demonstrating a sophisticated 
awareness of different levels of 
formality. 

4 

3 

A good command of common 
idiomatic expressions. 
Uses a broad lexical repertoire; gaps 
readily overcome with circumlocution. 
A consistently high degree of 
grammatical accuracy. 
Evidence of avoidance strategies 
only on rare occasions. 

Maintains a smooth flow of language 
with hesitation mainly to formulate 
ideas, only occasionally language. 
Links ideas into clear coherent 
discourse with little or no jumpiness 
even in extended contributions. 

Although there may still be an evident 
foreign accent, pronunciation places 
little strain on the listener. 
The candidate often utilizes features 
of connected speech and English 
intonation patterns. 

Initiates maintains and ends turns 
comfortably. 
Uses repair strategies (clarification, 
circumlocution) where necessary. 
Uses appropriate register, 
demonstrating an ability to use 
different levels of formality in different 
situations. 

2 

1 

Ample lexical range with little 
evidence of having to restrict what 
s/he wants to say. 
Occasional mistakes that occur do not 
lead to misunderstanding. 

Noticeable hesitation while 
formulating language. 
Can link ideas into clear, coherent 
discourse although with noticeable 
jumpiness especially in extended 
contributions. 

Although pronunciation may be 
intelligible, mispronunciations and lack 
of features of connected speech put 
some strain on the listener. 

Initiates maintains and ends turns 
although not always smoothly. 
Evidence of ability to use 
repair strategies (clarification, 
circumlocution) although not always 
applied. 
Attempts to use appropriate register 
not always successful. 

0 Insufficient language for assessment or significantly below level criteria 



 

 

 
Mark Scheme for Interlocutor 

 
 
 

 OVERALL IMPRESSION 
 

5 
Expresses him/herself at length with a natural and unhesitating flow. 
Finer shades of meaning expressed using a range of devices. 
Consistent grammatical control of complex language. 
Pronunciation is natural with appropriate intonation; places no strain on the listener. 

4  

 

3 

Expresses him/herself fluently and spontaneously. Little evidence of avoidance strategies. 
Clear and detailed presentation of a complex subject. 
Uses a broad lexical repertoire and maintains a consistently high degree of grammatical 
accuracy. 
Pronunciation is natural with appropriate intonation; places little strain on the listener. 

2  

 
 

1 

Produces language with a fairly even tempo. Interacts with a good degree of fluency and 
spontaneity. 
Little evidence of having to restrict what s/he wants to say. Mistakes that occur do not lead to 
misunderstanding. 
Pronunciation is clear and natural; with occasional strain on the listener. 

0 Limited language use which is significantly below level criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


